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* Chair Motion Follow-up

* National W&S Partnership

With Miri Hardy

Jono Miller August 8, 2025



POSSIBLE MOTION

In appreciation of Congressman Steube and his staff’s efforts,

| move that the council officially endorses H.R.642 - the
Myakka Wild and Scenic River Act of 2025 and authorizes the

Chair to assist in actions furthering the designation of the
Myakka In Sarasota County as a National Partnership Wild
and Scenic River, which would provide prestige and support
while avoiding additional regulation.

Further, | move that the Council encourages others to support
this Important legislation.



Stacey Mazza-Gilkison motioned that in appreciation of
Congressman Steube and his staff's efforts, | move that the
councll officially endorses H.R.642-the Myakka Wild and
Scenic River Act of 2025 and authorizes the Chair to assist In
actions furthering the designation of the Myakka In Sarasota
County as a National Partnership Wild and Scenic River,
which would provide prestige and support while avoiding
additional regulation.

Further, | move that the Council encourages others to
support this important legislation.




Barbara Lockhart motioned that the council send a formal
letter with Jono’s presentation to North Port to put them on

notice of the Council’s position on extending Price
Boulevard and Toledo Blade Boulevard. The Council would
ask, In the future, that they be notified so they can issue
their statutory and obligated non-binding advisory opinion.
Becky Ayech seconded. Nikki Gilmer, Howard Berna,

Richard Larson and Stefan Kalev abstained. Q




June 23rd
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On January 14th | spoke at your City meeting as a private citizen
encouraging you to spend more time on a proposed new access to I-75
that involved extending Price Boulevard and crossing the Myakka River.

I've attached the clip below.

As you'll recall, North Port went ahead and included this proposed
crossing In a group of five potential projects for the MPO to consider.

| was one of several people who spoke at the MPO meeting where North

Port's list was being considered. As you know, based on
public testimony and the MPO member discussion, the MPO declined to

move that project forward.



Jono Miller’s January 14th Testimony at North Port



At the May 9th meeting of the Myakka River Management Coordinating Council, of which
North Port Is a member, | reviewed the situation, which led to Barbara Lockhart
motioniing that the Council send a formal letter with my presentation to North Port to put
them on notice of the Council’s position on extending Price Boulevard and Toledo Blade
Boulevard.

The motion also requested that, in the future, the Council be notified of potential actions
affecting the Myakka so that the Council may issue a non-binding advisory opinion.
Becky Ayech seconded. Nikki Gilmer, Howard Berna, Richard Larson and Stefan Kalev
abstained.

| have attached the slides that | presented.

On a personal note, | want to express my thanks to the City for the long service of
Elizabeth Wong. She was a reliable, engaged member of the Counail, and served as
Vice Chair at times. She will be missed.

Sincerely,
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Jono Milller
2025 Chair, Myakka River Management Coordinating Council



Becky motioned that the council ask the chair to resend the letter that he had previously
sent to the county commission reiterating the desire to have the wall on the north side of
the bridge crossing the Myakka River and Old Miakka taken down to restore the view that
was promised. Victor Dobrin seconded the motion. Nikki Gilmer, Howard Berna, Jamie
Richardson and Stefan Kalev abstained.

The gist of that April 2019 letter (attached) is that the replacement bridge over the Myakka
In Old Miakka was constructed in a manner that 1) inappropriately obstructed the scenic
view of Tatum Sawgrass, and 2) was contrary to what the public (and Council) had been
led to believe. The point of the letter was to have the county consider reducing the height

of the railing to restore the view.

The motion was inspired, In part, by the timing of the current road closure that seemed to
create an opportunity to make some changes without further disrupting traffic.
Unfortunately, my computer seized up shortly after the meeting and | just got It back
today.

The County did reply to a previous inquiry, and, as a convenience, | am attaching that as
well. In that letter the County Transportation and Stormwater Construction Manager
Mike Elfers argued that due to the bridge curvature and anticipated traffic, state
specifications called for a higher railing.
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NATIONAL WILD & SCENIC
PARTNERSHIP

August g, 2025



119th CONGRESS
1st Session
H. R. 642
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
January 23, 2025

Mr. Steube (for himself and Mr. Buchanan) introduced the
following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Natural
Resources

A BILL

To amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to designate the
portion of the Myakka River lying within Sarasota County,
Florida as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers
System, and for other purposes.









https://docs.house.gov/imeetings/AP/AP00/20250722/118542/HMKP-119-AP00-2(

[FULL COMMITTEE PRINT]

119TH CONGRESS REPORT

1st Session

} HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES { 119-XXX

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, ENVIRONMENT, AND
RELATED AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS BILL, 2026

MoONTH Day, Year.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State
of the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. SIMPSON of Idaho, from the Committee on Appropriations,
submitted the following

REPORT



http://www.apple.com
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/AP/AP00/20250722

The Myakka I1s mentioned In the Department of Interior FY26 Appropriations
Bill!

Partnership Wild & Scenic Rivers.—The Committee notes that Public Law 117-
328 authorizes the Service to study the Kissimmee River and the Little Manatee
Wild and Scenic River for inclusion in the Wild and Scenic Rivers Program. The
Committee directs the Service to complete the authorized studies in a timely
manner. The Committee Is aware of interest in evaluating other areas in Florida,
such as the Myakka River and the Florida National Spring system in Northern
and Central Florida, for possible inclusion in the Wild & Scenic Rivers Program,
and encourages the Service to keep the Committee apprised of any planned
actions related to these efforts.

And funds to the 18 existing PWSRs were allocated for FY26 with only a very
minor cut.



OPERATION OF THE NATIONAL PARK SYSTEM

The Committee recommends $2,718,124,000 for Operation of

the National Park System (ONPS). The recommendation provides
funding for base operations, specifically for the purpose of
maintaining operations and access to Service units and sites. Offsets
are taken from non-base project accounts. Within the total amount

provided, the table below makes recommendations for specific
programs:

Program Recommendation
Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers ................... $5,300,000



Ad Hoc Myakka Partnership

Wild and Scenic River Steering Committee

Dr. Mirt Hardy Formerly with Friends of Myakka

Jono Miller Myakka River Management Coordinating Councll
Chris Oliver FDEP Myakka Wild and Scenic River Program
Jaime Doubek-Racine National Park Service

Jon Thaxton Gulf Coast Community Foundation

* Over 150 years combined experience with the Myakka

 VVolunteer, nonprofit, and state & federal agency representation



Dr. Miri Hardy

| eading coordination with
Representative Steube’s office

Overseeing dozen’s of phone calls, zoom calls, summaries for use for outreach,

conversations with national W&S support, as well as document production and
review Including:

e a one page overview of the Myakka as a partnership river

* a 40-page evaluation of the river

* a 37-page map series showing lands protected since the original federal study
* a seven minute narrated PowerPoint

* soliciting support letters









conclusions and findings of this Evaluation regarding both eligibility and suitability. | would
note in particular the following:

It is clear that resource protection and enhancement between the mid-1980s
and the present has been greatly advanced through the Myakka River
Management Coordinating Council. As a state authorized, local
administration entity for potential federal Partnership Wild and Scenic River
designation, this Council and its history of success create an ideal, proven
foundation for successful administration and management. In this regard,
the federal Partnership Wild and Scenic designation (and NPS) would be able
to partner directly with this existing Council, exactly as we have with the
Housatonic.

The existing River Management Plan overseen by the Myakka River Council
appears entirely compatible with the federal designation. As with the
Housatonic, only minor administrative amendments (post designation)
would be needed to update the Plan to recognize the federal

designation. This has been a smooth and easy process for the Housatonic,
and should be the same for the Myakka. Jackie Dias of our R1 staff assisted
the Housatonic River Commission with this process, and may be of
assistance for the Myakka.

The pending federal legislation to designate the Myakka as a Wild and Scenic
River based on the NPS Partnership model appears well drafted, and
recognizes the suitability of the existing Myakka River Council and Myakka
River Plan as appropriate vehicles forming the foundation of the federal
PWSR designation.

In conclusion, | am very impressed by the Myakka River and its eligibility and suitability for
Partnership Wild and Scenic River desighation as documented in the Southeast Region’s
Evaluation document.

Jamie Fosburgh
PWSR Branch Chief, Region 1

Jamie Fosburgh, Branch Chief
Partnership Wild and Scenic Rivers
Charlestown Navy Yard, Building |
Charlestown, MA 02129

617 314-2810 (c)
jamie_fosburgh@nps.gov

M-F 8:30-5:30




Concurrence from Jamie Fosburgh, PWSR Branch Chief:

[t IS clear that resource protection and enhancement between the
Mid-1980s and the present has been greatly advanced through the
Myakka River Management Coordinating Council. As a state
authorized, local administration entity for potential federal
Partnership Wild and Scenic River designation, this Council and
Its history of success create an ideal, proven foundation for
successful administration and management. In this regard, the
federal Partnership Wild and Scenic designation (and NPS) would
be able to partner directly with this existing Council, exactly as we
have with the Housatonic.



Concurrence from Jamie Fosburgh, PWSR Branch Chief,
concurrence letter:

 The existing River Management Plan overseen by the Myakka
River Council appears entirely compatible with the federal
designation. As with the Housatonic, only minor administrative
amendments (post designation) would be needed to update the
Plan to recognize the federal designation. This has been a smooth
and easy process for the Housatonic, and should be the same for
the Myakka.



Concurrence from Jamie Fosburgh, PWSR Branch Chief,
concurrence letter:

 The existing River Management Plan overseen by
the Myakka River Council appears entirely
compatible with the federal designation. As with the
Housatonic, only minor administrative amendments
(post designation) would be needed to update the
Plan to recognize the federal designation. This has
been a smooth and easy process for the Housatonic,
and should be the same for the Myakka.



Concurrence from Jamie Fosburgh, PWSR Branch Chief,
concurrence letter:

 The pending federal legislation to designate the
Myakka as a Wild and Scenic River based on the NPS
Partnership model appears well drafted, and
recognizes the suitability of the existing Myakka River
Council and Myakka River Plan as appropriate
vehicles forming the foundation of the federal PWSR
designation.



The three critical elements of the Partnership Wild and
Scenic Rivers Program:

A council or committee
A Comprehensive River Management Plan
An iIndependent nonprofit which

Specifically exists to protect and enhance the river’s
outstanding values

Serves as the direct partner with NPS for:
The Cooperative Agreement

Fiscal agency



Myakka River Partnershnip

Miri Hardy Steve Suau
Julie K Morris Jon Robinson
Chris King Sarah Denison Williams

Cavin Brothers Charlie Scott



Myakka River Partnership

Protecting and enhancing the Myakka River and its watershed through:

Stewardship Coordination

Education and Outreach




TERRANOVA

In Manatee County



Terranova Preserves

Rezone application in Manatee County on the Myakka River

PLN2504-0180
Miri Hardy, PhD & Jono Miller
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Striped area represents area that
flooded In lan and would be sold

/ as part of residential lots
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From Manatee Caun] ormwaite _rk Session, Feb 19, 2025
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https://agendaonline.mymanatee.org/OnBaseAgendaOnline/Documents/DownloadFileBytes/FEB%2019TH%20STORMWATER%20PRESENTATION%20FINAL.PDF.pdf?documentType=1&meetingId=598&itemId=52136&publishId=143803&isSection=False&isAttachment=True




concerns:

* |ncreased density in a highly sensitive floodplain
* Use of outdated floodplain maps
* Threats to water quality and river ecosystem

* |ncreased noise and light pollution



Administrative Recommendations from Stephen M. Suau, P.E.

Minimize Density Increases in Designated Floodplain Areas:
“there Is a nexus between flood damage and designated floodplain areas.

In this context, rezoning to increase densities within designated floodplains Is a unigue opportunity
to apply basic planning principles to assure that such proposals avoid or minimize flood damage to
existing and future residents. Consistent with applicable Comprehensive Plan goals, objectives, and
policies, these assurances should be considered prior to increasing densities In designated
floodplains.

Granting such density increases without sure upfront assurances and based just upon a reliance of
the “models” and development “codes” to address floodplain issues should be avoided.

It Is recommended that the avallable floodplain models and maps be used proactively to more
rigorously evaluate rezoning applications that propose to increase densities In designated
floodplains.



“At a recent Land Use Meeting, Manatee County Commissioners did not
approve a proposed apartment complex in the Tara community off State
Road 70. They also rejected plans for a new neighborhood called Crosswinds
South in Parrish.

There were concerns about flooding in the area with new homes and roads
getting built higher than the surrounding neighborhoods.

“If you'’re just going to raise something up, then the next person is
going to raise something up and the person after that is going to raise
something up,” Kruse said. “And next thing you know, we’re building a
pyramid and everyone on the bottom who built first Is just gonna get
flooded out every single time.”

https://www.bradenton.com/news/local/article306075276.html



https://www.bradenton.com/news/local/article306075276.html

“Manatee County’s new Board of County Commissioners promised changes In
how we manage our growth and our environment during the 2024 elections. We
are going to honor those promises and continue moving forward with our plans -
your plans - to reinstitute our wetland buffers, rescind Policy 2.1.2.8, update
our comprehensive plan, and increase our Impact fees to the maximum extend

allowable.”

Commissioner George Kruse - Policy 68 Substack

https://georgekruse.substack.com/p/burdensomely-vague-intentions


https://georgekruse.substack.com/p/burdensomely-vague-intentions
https://georgekruse.substack.com/p/burdensomely-vague-intentions
https://georgekruse.substack.com/p/burdensomely-vague-intentions
https://georgekruse.substack.com/p/burdensomely-vague-intentions
https://georgekruse.substack.com/p/burdensomely-vague-intentions




Recommendations:

Direct the chair to write letters to the Manatee County Planning and County
Commissioners to:

* Thank them for their commitment to protecting wetlands by reverting back to
50 foot buffers and restricting density In floodplains and reiterate the

Importance of Myakka’s wetlands and the Myakka River to our state and
nation.

* EXxpress concern about potential lasting impact of developments recently

permitted on the Myakka River within the floodplain on water quality and the
river’'s outstanding values.

* Question the use of average buffer size, wetland mitigation banks and
outdated floodplain maps in this highly sensitive ecosystem.

* Request that any future applications or policies impacting the MR floodplain
directly solicit the input of the MRMCC.
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